
Central School District

A School Newsletter for Your Community

¿Habla usted español? Desearía recibir un  
ejemplar en español del boletín del Distrito Escolar?

BuDget ISSue 2016

Puede recoger un ejemplar en español del boletín del Distrito 
Escolar Central de Ellenville en la Oficina del Distrito situada 
en el número 28 de Maple Avenue en Ellenville. También está 
disponible en español en el sitio web del Distrito en  
www.ecs.k12.ny.us. Si desea mayor 
información, por favor comuníquese  
con la Oficina del Distrito al  
845-647-0100 o a la dirección  
electrónica mhembdt@ecs.k12.ny.us.

Acuérdese de votar el martes 17 
de mayo en el Centro de Medios del 
Ellenville High School, de las 8 de la 
mañana a las 8 de la tarde. Los requisitos 
para poder votar se indican en el boletín.
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In an attempt to maintain a continual “Child Find” program, the Ellenville Central School District is committed to locating and identifying disabled youngsters residing within District boundaries, including preschool-aged children and those 
attending non-public schools. If you suspect your child has a disability, we urge you to share your concerns with your child’s teacher or your school’s Assistant Principal. We also encourage you to share any developmental concerns with your 
pediatric provider. For additional information, you may contact the District’s Department of Special Education or Section 504 representative at 845-647-0110 or 845-647-0112.

Child 
Find
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Continued on page 8

Spending Plan Reduces Budget 
and Expands Student Programs

The Ellenville School Board has proposed a $48,236,864 budget for the  
2016-2017 school year, a spending plan that both enhances programs for  

students and is nearly $400,000 less than the current year’s budget.
The 2016-2017 proposed budget, which was unanimously adopted by the 

Board of Education on April 12, contains a tax levy increase of 0.88 percent. This 
increase meets New York State’s tax levy criteria for a simple majority voter approval 
(50 percent, plus one). 

Educational Opportunities Increase
For the first time in recent years, the budget supports expanded educational 

opportunities for students. The proposed spending plan includes:
•	A	math	teacher	to	provide	academic	intervention	support	to	strug-

gling students.
•	An	English	as	a	New	Language	teacher	to	support	students	with	

limited English proficiency.
•	A	new	technology	teacher	to	increase	students’	technological	skills.
•	A	Middle	School	art	teacher	to	expand	students’	creative	abilities.
The 2016-2017 budget also supports the expansion of the District’s Chromebook 

program, which was launched this year when students in Grade 6 were provided with 
small laptops to use for educational purposes. The proposed budget includes funds to 
expand the Chromebooks program into Grades 5, 7, and 8, bolstering the District’s 
STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Math) initiative.

State Aid Levels Restored
“Over the past few years, the budget process has been a painful experience for 

school districts as we’ve struggled with the severe loss of State Aid through the Gap 
Elimination Adjustment, or GEA,” said Ellenville Superintendent Lisa A. Wiles. In 
an attempt to counter the impact of the reduced State Aid, Ellenville relied on the 
use of reserves to preserve the core of its education programs. Still, recent budgets 
have included program reductions. 

But Ellenville has finally seen relief, Mrs. Wiles said, and funding, for now, 
seems to have stabilized. This year, the GEA ended and Foundation Aid has been 
restored by about $800,000, she said.

“There was a real grassroots effort to restore funding, and Albany is listening,” 
Mrs. Wiles said. “We need to keep the effort going to ensure that our students are 
not forgotten, that they get the education and opportunities they deserve.”

Continued on page 3

Nothing’s Impossible  
on the Ellenville Stage

It seems an impossible task, producing 
a Broadway-style musical in just 

a couple of months, funded on 
a shoestring and requiring the 
collective efforts of scores of 
student actors, musicians, 
and crew members. And 
yet, Ellenville High School 
manages to do just that each 
spring. 

Cinderella
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Estimated Tax Implications*

Dear Community Members:
The proposed 2016-2017 school budget, 
which will be placed before voters on Tuesday, 
May 17, decreases the budget by nearly 
$400,000 and represents a tax levy increase of 
0.88 percent, which is within the tax cap limit 
set by New York State.  

We have faced many challenges in the past 
few years. However, we are very fortunate 
that New York State has finally fully restored 
funds that had been withheld through the 
Gap Elimination Adjustment. In addition, 

our Foundation 
Aid has been 
increased by 
approximately 
$800,000, which 
has allowed us 
to slowly restore 
and create new 
programs for 
the 2016-2017 
school year.  

While we 
have worked 
very hard to 
maintain quality 
instructional 
programs for 
our students, 
limited State Aid 
increases have 
made it difficult. 

For too long we have been forced to eliminate 
and cut our programs in order to balance our 
budget. 

It is with cautious optimism that we propose 
several targeted enhancements to our educational 
program for 2016-2017. We will build our 
students’ technology capacity by adding a 
technology teacher and by putting more 
computers in the hands of students through the 
expansion of our Chromebook initiative. Other 
examples include the addition of a math teacher 
to support struggling students and offering more 
art classes at the Middle School. We will also hire 
an additional teacher to support non-English 
speaking students, as recently mandated by New 
York State.

We need to continue to work together to 
ensure our legislators understand that our 
students deserve the same opportunities as 
their peers who live in other zip codes. In 
order to maintain quality programs, the State 
must continue to provide appropriate funding 
through the Foundation Aid Formula.

Please take some time to review the 
information provided in this newsletter. If you 
have any questions or concerns, please contact 
our offices at 845-647-0100.

Voting will take place on Tuesday, May 17, 
2016, in the High School Media Center. The 
polls are open from 8 AM to 8 PM.

Sincerely,
Lisa A. Wiles  
Superintendent 
Ellenville Central School District

Budget Summary 2016-2017
Message from the 
Superintendent

Revenue Sources
Other Revenue  $539,000 

State Aid  $20,194,035 

Federal Aid  $1,383,161 

Other Tax Items  $456,531 

Tax Levy  $23,286,191 

Fund Balance/Reserves  $2,377,946 

TOTAL  $48,236,864 

AdmInISTRATIve PROgRAm CAPITAL
Salaries  $2,893,281  $16,089,842  $1,506,809 

Benefits  $1,549,726  $8,618,191  $807,091 
Administrative  $742,063 

elementary  $131,891 
middle School  $64,461 

High School  $118,597 
dW Curriculum & Instruction  $336,244 

dW Special education  $1,948,398 
dW Athletics  $410,516 

dW Health Coordination  $1,800 
dW Audio/visual, CAI & eTv  $392,700 

Transportation  $3,396,283 
Capital  $2,835,577 
BOCeS  $373,383  $5,989,765  $30,248 

TOTALS  $5,558,453  $37,498,687  $5,179,724 

2016-2017 Budget Summary

Total Budget   
$48,236,864 

Revenue Sources
Other Revenue 

1%

Other Tax Items 
1%

Fund Balance/ 
Reserves  5%

State  Aid 
42%

Tax Levy 
48%

Federal Aid 
3% 

Three-Part Budget

Program 
78%

Capital 
11%

Administrative 
11%

Program:   This component includes salaries and benefits for all 
instructional staff as well as interscholastic athletics, co-curricular 
activities, and transportation.

Capital:   Included in this component are operational and 
maintenance costs, including custodial staff salaries and benefits, 
court-ordered costs, and the payment of principal and interest for 
outstanding debt.

Administrative:   This component consists of salaries and 
benefits for administrators, supervisors, and support staff, as well 
as business operations, personnel, school board, insurance, and 
legal services.

“Please take some 
time to review 

the information 
provided in this 
newsletter. If you 

have any questions 
or concerns,  

please contact our 
offices at  

845-647-0100.”
~ Superintendent  

Lisa Wiles

* Due to rounding, numbers presented throughout this document may not add up precisely to the totals provided and percentages may not precisely reflect the 
absolute figures.

Based on the information we 
have as of this date, the tax rate 
picture looks like this for a home 
with a market value of $100,000: 

 Average
Assessment

market value
of $100,000

Approximations
2015-2016  
School Tax 

2016-2017
School Tax

Increase
(decrease) 

Wawarsing (5012 parcels) $100,000 $2,024.65 $2,042.56 $17.91

Rochester (39 parcels) $100,000 $2,240.87 $2,260.69 $19.82

mamakating (989 parcels) $70,100 $2,240.87 $2,260.69 $19.82
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voteVOTEVOTE

Tuesday,  May 17 
8:00 AM – 8:00 PM 

HigH ScHOOl MEdiA cEnTEr

The School Tax Relief (STAR) program that was passed by the Legislature in 1997 to provide 
Basic and Enhanced school tax relief for owner-occupied primary residences is continued 
under the New York State budget, but has some changes for new homeowners and those who 
move.

Existing homeowners will continue to see the relief in the form of an actual reduction in their 
property tax bills. New homeowners or those who have recently moved will pay their full tax 
bill and receive a refund check directly from New York State. 

Owner-occupied primary residences where the owners’ total income is less than $500,000 are 
eligible for STAR. 

The Basic STAR exemption is offered to all property owners on their owner-occupied primary 
residences. Homeowners who are aged 65 or older who meet income criteria are eligible 
for even greater tax savings through the Enhanced STAR exemption. Seniors must apply for 
Enhanced STAR each year. 

For more information, contact your local assessor or visit   
www.tax.ny.gov/pit/property/star/index.htm

Budget Summary 2016-2017
Message from the  

Board of Education

To the Residents of the Ellenville 
Central School District:

On Tuesday, May 17, 2016, voters of the 
Ellenville Central School District will be 
asked to participate in the annual school 
budget vote and election of members to the 
Board of Education. This year’s proposed 
$48,236,864 budget is nearly $400,000 less 
than the current year’s approved budget. 

One of the Board of Education’s most 
important responsibilities is to present the 
community with a budget proposal that 
meets the needs of both the students and 
the taxpayers. Finding this balance has been 
especially difficult in the past few years. As 
the annual costs of operation and unfunded 
mandates increased, significant State Aid 
losses and the “Tax Cap” limited our 
available revenues. When possible, reserve 
funds were used to maintain educational 
programs; however, cuts were inevitable. 

Fortunately, the State’s adopted budget 
restores funding that was formerly withheld 
from schools through legislation called 
the Gap Elimination Adjustment (GEA). 
The State’s ending of the GEA, along 
with increases in our basic Foundation 
Aid and a tightening of our estimated 
annual expenses, enabled us to present 
the community with a proposed budget 
that expands the educational program for 
students, while holding the tax levy increase 
to 0.88 percent. 

The community will also elect four Board 
of Education members. The highest three 
vote earners will each be appointed to three-
year terms, to begin on July 1, 2016. The 
untimely passing of Carolyn Kuhlmann, 
a longtime Board member and champion 
of education, has created an additional 
vacancy. The candidate with the fourth 
highest number of votes will be appointed 
to serve the remainder of Mrs. Kuhlmann’s 
term, taking office on May 17, 2016 and 
serving through June 30, 2017. 

All eligible voters are encouraged to 
participate in the annual school budget vote 
and elections on Tuesday, May 17, from 
8 AM to 8 PM in the High School Media 
Center. 

On behalf of the entire Board of Education, 
I would like to thank the community for its 
past trust and support. Moving ahead, we 
must continue to work together to ensure 
our students have access to an educational 
system that prepares them for a successful 
future. To achieve this, it is imperative that 
we continue to raise our voices in support 
of fair funding for schools. 

Sincerely,
Karen Osterhoudt
President, Board of Education
EllEnvillE CEntral SChool DiStriCt

LOcAL ASSESSORS
Town of Wawarsing & Village of Ellenville  

Mike Sommer: 845-647-6965

Town of Rochester 
Michael Dunham: 845-626-0920

Town of Mamakating 
Alane Romer: 845-888-3015

Budget Savings
The budget development process included a line-by-line review of estimated expenses to tighten pro-

posed expenditures. Some expenses, such as special education costs and insurance rates, continue to rise. 
Other fixed costs are driven by unfunded State mandates and legal/contractual obligations. 

Even with these increases, areas were identified where reductions were possible (such as transporta-
tion). The District also took advantage of the ability to pay off some debt, generating interest savings. 

“We’ve become more conservative when estimating expenses,” Mrs. Wiles said.
In all, $390,087 was trimmed from the current budget. The tightening of estimated cost calculations 

across all budget lines, along with the restoration of State Aid, made it possible to reduce the budget 
from the current year.

Meets the Tax cap Requirements
In 2012, New York State passed legislation for governing tax levy increases. The law requires school 

districts to plan their budgets around a complex State formula that calculates the maximum tax levy 
increase allowed for a simple majority voter approval (50 percent, plus one). Budgets that exceed the 
maximum levy increase must seek a supermajority (60 percent) approval. The District’s 2016-2017 tax 
levy increase for the proposed budget meets the tax cap’s criteria for a simple majority approval.  

Please Participate!
Voting in Ellenville will take place on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, in the High School Media Center. 

The polls are open from 8 AM to 8 PM. Voters will also elect four trustees to the Board of Education, 
three to three-year terms and one to a one-year term.

Additional information is available by visiting the District website at www.ecs.k12.ny.us. Copies of 
the budget are also available for review at the Administrative Office and the main offices of the High 
School, the Middle School, and the Elementary School.

Continued from page 1

Spending Plan Reduces Budget and 
Expands Student Programs

Exemption Program Updates 
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The annual budget vote for the fiscal year 

2016-2017 by the qualified voters of the 

ellenville School district, Ulster County,  

new York, will be held at one (1) school 

in said district on Tuesday,  may 17, 2016 

between the hours of 8:00 Am and 8:00 Pm, 

prevailing time, in the High School media 

Center, at which time the polls will be 

opened to vote by voting ballot or machine.

Basic STAR Exemption Impact
Under the Budget Proposed for 2016-2017 School Year

1  The basic school tax relief (STAR) exemption is  
authorized by Section 425 of the Real Property Tax Law.

estimated Basic  
STAR exemption Savings1      

I am disabled and cannot leave my home. 
How can I participate in the Budget Vote? 
If you are permanently disabled, contact the 
County Board of Elections to determine how your 
name can be placed on the permanently disabled 
list. These lists are made available to the school 
district each year before the budget vote. Absentee 
ballots are automatically sent to each resident 
from the District on the list in time for the vote. If 
you are only temporarily disabled, please call the 
District Clerk’s office at 845-647-0100 to request 
an application for an absentee ballot.

I am a qualified voter, but I will not be able to 
go to school to vote. How can I participate?
Absentee ballots are available from the District 
Clerk to voters who are unable to vote due to 
illness, disability, hospitalization, incarceration 
(unless it’s a felony conviction), or travel outside 
the District for reasons of studies, vacation, or 
business. Applications for absentee ballots must 
be received by the District Clerk at least seven 
days before the election, if the ballots are to be 
mailed to voters. If the ballots are to be picked 
up personally at the District Clerk’s office at 
28 Maple Avenue, Ellenville, they must be 
picked up at least the day before the election, 
providing that an approved application has been 
received by the District Clerk. No absentee ballot 
shall be canvassed unless it is returned to the 
District Clerk’s Office by 4:30 PM on the day 
of the election. You may call 845-647-0100 for 
additional information.

Where can I vote? 
The High School Media Center is the place to 
vote. Polls are open from 8 AM to 8 PM. Parking 
will be made available for easy access and egress to 
and from the media center.

When is the Budget Vote?
The third Tuesday in May each year.

Who is eligible to vote?
To vote you must be:
•	 a	registered	voter	in	the	Ellenville	Central	

School District or for the general election.
•	 at	least	18	years	of	age.
•	 a	U.S.	citizen.
•	 a	resident	of	the	Ellenville	Central	School	 

District for at least 30 consecutive days.

I am 18 and have now lived in the District for 
30 days. How do I register to vote?
Registration forms are available in the District 
Clerk’s	office,	or	you	can	register	with	the	Ulster	
County Board of Elections. The District receives 
a voter list from the County prior to the vote. To 
vote in the current election, you must register to 
vote Monday-Friday between 8:30 AM and  
4:30 PM prior to May 12, 2016 at the 
Superintendent’s office.  

I don’t own property in the Ellenville School 
District, but I am a resident.  
Can I vote?
Yes, as long as you meet all qualifications.

Where can I find budget information?
When the budget vote draws near, usually around 
the end of March or beginning of April, there are 
several legal notices posted in the local newspapers 
detailing the events leading up to the vote. In 
addition, 14 days prior to the budget vote, packets 
are made available to all residents, which include 
important information regarding the budget. 
These packets are available in all school principals’ 
offices and at the post offices in Ellenville, Spring 
Glen, and Summitville. They are also in the Town 
Clerk’s office in Ellenville. Budget notices are 
also mailed to all qualified voters in the District. 
Budget information is also available on the 
District website.

Voting Information

Budget Summary 2016-2017

OveRALL BUdgeT PROPOSAL
Budget Adopted for 

the 2015-2016  
School Year

Budget Proposed for 
the 2016-2017  

School Year

Contingency Budget 
for the 2016-2017 

School Year*

Total Budgeted Amount, Not Including Separate Propositions $48,626,951 $48,236,864 $48,033,133
Increase/Decrease for the 2016-2017 School Year $(390,087) $(593,817)
Percentage Increase/Decrease in Proposed Budget -0.80% -1.22%
Change in the Consumer Price Index 0.12%

A.  Proposed Tax Levy to Support the Total Budgeted Amount, 
Net of Reserve $23,082,461 $23,286,191

B.  Levy to Support Library Debt, if Applicable $0 $0
C.  Levy for Non-Excludable Propositions, if Applicable ** $0 $0
D.  Total Tax Cap Reserve Amount Used to Reduce Current Year Levy $0 $0
E.  Total Proposed School Year Tax Levy  (A + B + C – D) $23,082,461 $ 23,286,191 $23,082,461 
F.  Permissible Exclusions $220,096 $370,456 
G.  School Tax Levy Limit, Excluding Levy for Permissible Exclusions $22,862,365 $22,915,735

H. Total Proposed School Year Tax Levy, Excluding Levy to Support 
Library Debt and/or Permissible Exclusions  (E – B – F + D) 

$22,862,365 $22,915,735
I.  Difference: G – H (Negative Value Requires 60.0% Voter Approval 
– See Note Below Regarding Separate Propositions) ** $0 $0

Administrative Component $5,501,672 $5,558,453 $5,558,453 
Program Component $37,479,855 $37,498,687 $37,488,137 
Capital Component $5,645,424 $5,179,724 $5,161,224 

*Statement of assumptions made in projecting a contingency budget for the 2016-2017 school year, should the proposed budget be defeated, pursuant to Section 2023 of the Education 
Law: Possible reductions include non-health/safety-related equipment, program cuts, including personnel.

** Separate Propositions that are not included in the Total 
Budgeted Amount: (Tax Levy associated with educational 
or transportation services propositions are not eligible for 
exclusion and may affect voter approval requirements)

description Amount

$709

School District Budget Notice

No Separate Propositions

Ellenville 
State Aid 
Fully Restored 
After Albany 
Ends GEA 
Withholdings 

This year, New York State has finally 
fully restored State Aid that was being 

withheld from schools through legislation 
called the Gap Elimination Adjustment 
(GEA). GEA was implemented as a means 
for the State to balance its budget deficit. 
For six years, school districts experienced 
significant reductions in their State Aid 
levels because of the GEA. In Ellenville, this 
represents a loss of more than $9 million 
since 2010. 

After this year’s restoration, along with 
an increase in Foundation Aid, Ellenville 
Central School District will receive approxi-
mately $800,000 more in State Aid than 
last year. While this is a significant amount 
of money and will help offset the expenses 
of the school budget, it is important to 
remember that the majority of this year’s 
increase is really a restoration of the aid that 
was previously withheld by GEA or the 
frozen Foundation Aid formula.

Intense statewide community lobby-
ing to end the GEA contributed to the full 
restoration of funding this year. Thank you 
to the residents of the Ellenville community, 
who were very vocal on this issue, for their 
vital role in ending the GEA.



5Ballot & BOE Candidates
Sample Ballot

Willie Bruce, Jr.        Jody Little        Raymond Matthews        Julius Collins        Francis Gurgui        Cassie Spoor        

Board of Education (Vote for any FOUR) 
The three candidates with the greatest number of votes will be elected to a three-year term.  
The candidate with the fourth largest number of votes will be elected to a one-year term.

Proposition 1
BE IT RESOLVED: That the Board of Education of the Ellenville Central School District be authorized to expend the sum of $48,236,864 for 

the school year 2016-2017 and to levy the necessary tax required.

Meet The candidates
WILLIE BRUcE, JR.
Incumbent, Project Manager

Mr. Bruce has lived in the Ellenville area almost all of his life and he is a 
graduate of Ellenville High School. He has three children; his son graduated 
in 2015 and two younger children are still attending Ellenville schools. Mr. 
Bruce is a member of the Ellenville chapter of the NAACP and Saint Paul 
AME Zion Church. His children are alumni of the Ellenville Nursery School, 
where Mr. Bruce was an active volunteer. He was appointed to the School 
Board in March, filling the vacancy created when Carolyn Kuhlmann passed 
away. Serving on the Board, he said, was something he had long hoped to do. 
“Changes in my work schedule finally made it possible,” Mr. Bruce said. “My 
wife and I are both graduates of Ellenville schools and I want to participate 
and give back in whatever capacity I can. We chose to stay here, to raise our 
kids here, and I have an obligation to my family and my community that 
I’d like to fulfill.” As a trustee, Mr. Bruce said he would work to ensure that 
all students are “introduced to the principles of science, math, technology, 
physical education, and the arts, as well as basic life skills like managing 
personal finances and how to participate in government.” Said Mr. Bruce, 
“My main priority is to make sure kids are provided the education they need 
to be competitive in today’s global marketplace.” 

JOdy LITTLE
Incumbent, Legal Assistant, Department of Justice

Mrs.	Little	of	Ellenville	is	life-long	resident	of	Ulster	County	and	has	served	
on the Board since 2012. She serves on the Board’s Policy Committee and the 
Pool Committee. She and her husband Scott have two children, Kassondra and 
Matthew,	who	attend	Ellenville	schools.	A	graduate	of	SUNY	Ulster	with	an	
associate’s degree in Business Management, Mrs. Little is a legal assistant for 
the Department of Justice. Before joining the Board, she served as co-president 
of the Ellenville PTO and as vice-president and president of the Ellenville 
Cooperative Nursery. She has volunteered for the Ed Jacobs Soccer League and 
for the children’s play at Saint Mary’s and Saint Andrew’s Church. She is also an 
active volunteer involved in school sports, events, and fundraising efforts. Mrs. 
Little said she is excited that the State has restored some District funding and 
that next year “our students may have more opportunities with the addition of 
a new technology teacher and more Chromebooks.” She is seeking re-election 
because, “Serving on the Board allows me to be involved and give back. Being 
a voice in the District is really important to me, as education and safety for 
our children are top priorities. My goal is to make sure all students receive the 
education they need and deserve. I hope I can continue to be a part of the 
decisions that affect our children and our community.”

RAyMONd MATThEWS
Incumbent,  Pharmacist, Matthews Pharmacy in Ellenville

Mr. Matthews is a 1980 graduate of Ellenville High School. He earned 
his	bachelor	of	science	degree	from	Albany	College	of	Pharmacy	of	Union	
University	and	works	with	his	father	in	the	local	family	business	that	his	
grandfather began in 1944. He lives in Ellenville and is the father of two young 
adults, both Ellenville and university graduates. Mr. Matthews is looking 
forward to continuing his service to the Ellenville Central School District and 
the opportunity to see the implementation of several programs that he says will 
“motivate students to say ‘yes’ to the positive programs we’ve begun, such as the 
Chromebooks initiative and revamped Businesses courses.” He is a member of 
the Wawarsing Masonic Lodge, the Town of Wawarsing Board of Assessment 
Review, and the Ellenville Regional Hospital Foundation Board. He has been a 
Board of Education trustee since 1999. He added that he will continue to focus 
his concern on the District budget, contracts, facility improvement, seeking and 
hiring the best faculty and administrators, and the 1,700 students who attend 
Ellenville schools. Said Mr. Matthews, “I was brought up to give back to a 
community that has been very good to me for 54 years.”

REVERENd JULIUS A. cOLLINS, JR.
Incumbent, Pastor of Shiloh Baptist Church

Rev. Collins has been a member of the Ellenville School Board for 21 years. 
He holds a bachelor’s degree in Pastoral Counseling and attended the John 
Jay College of Criminal Justice, the College of New Rochelle School of New 
Resources, and the New York Theological Seminary. Rev. Collins serves as 
moderator for the Central Hudson Baptist Association, an organization 
representing 40 churches. He is also Chair of the Executive Board of 
Ellenville Regional Hospital and treasurer of the African-American Men’s 
Association of Ellenville. He lives in Ellenville and has three daughters; the 
youngest graduated from Ellenville High School. Rev. Collins is seeking 
re-election to the School Board because he would like to “continue the 
upward swing and add things we haven’t been able to add in the past few 
years.” His goal, he said, is to represent the entire community. “There is a 
need for clear thinking, and I come to the Board without an agenda. We’re 
there for the good of all of the children, “ he said. He added that he wants to 
ensure that Ellenville students are set on a path to success. “I want our young 
people to leave Ellenville a step ahead, not behind, their peers,” Rev. Collins 
said. “I don’t want them to have to catch up. I want them to be ahead of any 
curve out there.”

FRANcIS GURGUI
Certified Physics and Math Teacher

A graduate of the Ellenville Central School District and a resident of 
Napanoch, Mr. Gurgui holds a master’s degree in Physics and a New York 
State	teacher’s	certification	from	SUNY	New	Paltz.	He	taught	at	Kent	State	
University	and	West	Virginia	University,	where	he	also	studied	physics	and	
electrical engineering. He has a permanent certification as a teacher of Physics 
and Math and has taught high school. Mr. Gurgui believes that, “It is time 
to stop raising salaries in this district which are among the highest in the 
country and focus on workload limitations with workloads made directly 
proportional to salary.” Mr. Gurgui added that, “A revolution in pedagogy 
is imminent due to the computer, et cetera, and the summers should be left 
separate to develop this. Higher Education may collapse in this revolution 
and we should prepare to keep students longer in high school by offering 
more Advanced Placement coursework.”

cASSIE SPOOR
Parent, Community Advocate

Mrs. Spoor has lived in the Ellenville area for 15 years. Her son is a graduate 
of the Ellenville Central School District and her daughter currently attends 
the Elementary School. She holds a bachelor’s degree in human sciences from 
Kaplan	University	and	two	associate’s	degrees	(one	in	medical	assisting	and	
the other in early childhood development) from Broome County Community 
College. Mrs. Spoor has worked as an emergency medical technician at the 
Fairview Alcohol Crisis Center in Binghamton and as a helicopter dispatch 
operator for the Level One Trauma Center at Guthrie Robert Packer Hospital 
in Sayre, PA. She is a member of  Ellenville Parents Ensuring the Safety of 
our Children, and is on the Safety Subcommittee of the Ellenville PTO. Her 
priorities as a prospective trustee are to be an advocate for arts programs, 
re-establish a DARE program, serve as a “gatekeeper” against unfunded State 
mandates, and inject “new energy” into the School Board. “I love Ellenville, 
and I really believe that the way kids succeed is when parents, students, 
and staff form a partnership,” Mrs. Spoor said. “I know nothing happens 
overnight, change is a process. I can lend a calm, parental view to what’s 
going on.”

voteVOTEVOTE

Tuesday,  May 17 
8:00 AM – 8:00 PM 

HigH ScHOOl MEdiA cEnTEr
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Middle School Takes Technological Leap with chromebooks

Middle School Stages Lion King Jr.

Ellenville is closing the digital divide, putting 
technology into the hands of more students 

with the expansion of the District’s Chromebook 
program. 

Chromebooks, small, lightweight laptops that 
allow students to create and store work, collaborate, 
and access the Internet, were distributed to Grade 6 
students this year. The proposed 2016-2017 District 
budget calls for the expansion of the Chromebook 
program to include Grades 5, 7, and 8. 

In total, more than 500 Ellenville Middle School 
students will be using Chromebooks in the fall of 
2016. Teachers will receive special training from an 
Ulster	BOCES	Technology	Integration	Specialist.

Jett Hernandez, a Grade 6 student who has been using a Chromebook 
this year, believes that it has helped him stay more organized. It’s also the 
best computer he’s used, he said. The devices stay at school, but students 
can access their stored work via the “cloud” on other devices, such as smart-
phones or their home computers.

“They’re really small and convenient, and they’re fun,” said Jett, who 
said he finds the Chromebook especially handy when he needs help with 

math because he can access special sites for tuto-
rials. His typing has also improved, he said, and 
because his classroom has enough Chromebooks 
for everyone, he no longer has to wait for a chance 
to get to the computer lab, which sometimes has 
a waiting list. “Sometimes you’d have to wait for 
days,” he said.

The inexpensive laptops have gained popularity 
among teachers and administrators because of their 
durability, long battery life, and resistance to viruses. 
Because they provide storage on the cloud and are 
Google and web-based, documents and content can 
be shared, and teachers can view student work and 
communicate directly with students as they work. 

Students can write, create graphics, research, and even maintain a digital 
portfolio of their schoolwork through the years.

Angela	Urbina,	Ellenville’s	Assistant	Superintendent	for	Curriculum,	
said Chromebooks not only enhance the instruction of math, science, social 
studies, language arts, and other subjects, they also build the computer skills 
vital for success in college and in countless jobs and careers. With the new 
Chromebooks, she said, “They will be well on their way.”

For Director Andy Walter, Ellenville Middle School’s “Lion King. Jr.” was 
among the biggest productions he’s yet to stage. With a large cast—there 

were lions and hyenas and a herd of wildebeests, not to mention vultures and 
giraffes, a lemur and, well, a savannah full of other animals—the 
musical filled the auditorium on three consecutive evenings and 
brought the audience to its feet.

High School students served as the crew, building and 
moving set pieces, working sound and lights, and helping the 
younger students to rehearse, learn their lines, and don 
costumes and make-up. A coterie of loyal volunteers also 
provided invaluable support, skill, and talent. 

The show was Kyra Thompson’s third play. The 
Grade 8 student has also performed in Middle School 
productions of Aladdin Jr. and Legally Blonde Jr., 
and she intends to audition for more. 

“I really like it because each show I meet new 
friends,” said Kyra, who landed the coveted role of 
Pumbaa, the loyal warthog. “It was a lot of work, 
but also a lot of fun.”

That work included weeks of rehearsals at the 
school, often on weekends, as well as countless hours 
of work at home memorizing lines and lyrics. In the 
end, though, the students end up with far more 
than applause.

 “After a while, we were all a family,” said 
Nicholas Moza, who played a hyena.

Upcoming Music Events
High School Spring Concert 

May 17 • 7 PM

Grade 7 and Grade 8 Spring Concert 
May 19 • 7 PM

Grade 6 Spring Concert 
May 25 • 7 PM

Grade 4 Recorder Concert 
May 26 • 7 PM

Grade 5 Spring Concert 
June 2 • 7 PM

On Wednesday, May 11, the Ellenville Central School District, in conjunction with the Ellenville Police Department, State Police, and other first 
responders, will conduct an active shooter drill. Residents may notice police and rescue vehicles on and near school grounds, and may hear sirens 
and alarms, but this is only a drill. The drill is scheduled as part of an ongoing District safety training initiative. Students have the day off.

Attention:  
drill Scheduled  
for May 11

If approved, the 2016-17 Budget will put 
Chromebooks in the hands of more ellenville students.
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Repair crews Get Busy during 
Students’ Summer Break
Ellenville’s students may leave the schools deserted this summer, but there will be 
plenty of activity on campus.

Construction workers, repair crews, architects, and engineers will spend the summer 
months hard at work, making much-needed safety, infrastructure, and energy 
improvements to the High School, Middle School, and Elementary School. It’s all part 
of a $14.4 million Capital Project that was overwhelmingly approved by District voters 
in December 2014.

In recent months, New York State’s Education Department has reviewed plans. The 
District has requested bids, and contracts should be awarded in June, said Vince 
Napoli, Ellenville’s Assistant Superintendent for Business. Work is expected to begin as 
soon as crews can work without disrupting classes.

Here are some highlights of the work that is scheduled to be done during the summer 
break: 

• Upgrade the fire alarm system in all school buildings
• Resurface the track and re-pave and resurface the tennis court
• Replace the rigging system and stage floor in the High School auditorium
• Renovate two original 1956 restrooms near the High School auditorium
• Replace the Elementary, Middle, and High School roofs
• Replace the Elementary School overhang
• Remove asbestos floor tiles 
• Replace deteriorated concrete at technology wing and auditorium exit
• Install windows in several windowless Elementary School classrooms
• Refinish walls and floors of Elementary School cafeteria and add ventilation
• Upgrade inefficient kitchen equipment

The most significant element of the Capital Project is the conversion of the buildings’ 
antiquated steam heating system to a modern hot water heating system, the 
completion of which will take about a year, Mr. Napoli said.  

A detailed list of the work can be found at www.ecs.k12.ny.us. 

Joseph Smiles loves books, and the one he just fin-
ished reading is about an unscrupulous cat and his 

attempt to sell his owner’s new baby for 25 cents. And 
to sweeten the deal, says Joseph, the cat will happily 
throw in the family dog for free.

The book, Bad Kitty Meets the Baby by Nick Bruel, 
was one of dozens that Grade 5 students read recently as 
part of the “Fishing for a Good Book” reading incentive 
program launched by Library Media Specialist Sarah 
Mitchell. 

“I would finish one and then go get another one,” 
said Joseph, who also went to the library and borrowed 
several	books	from	the	“Captain	Underpants”	series,	
which, he said, are super funny and “just ridiculous.” 

Each time a student completed a book, he or she 
got to hang a paper fish in the hallway proclaiming the title, the author, and 
the best part of the story. By the end of the three-month program, which ran 
through March 31, the hallway outside the library was an ocean of colorful 
fishes, a testament to the program’s success.

“The goal was to inspire and support the love of reading,” Ms. Mitchell said.  
“In school we do a lot of reading as part of our work, but reading is also fun.” 

Participation was voluntary, and parents were asked to provide encouragement 
at home. In all, about 300 students participated and read a total of 1,116 books.

“Children learn by what they see and hear around them, and that’s why the 
parental component is so vital,” Ms. Mitchell said. “When reading is part of 
the home routine it lays the foundation for a successful student and, I believe, 
a successful life.”

Kindergarten student Shelby Ayer, who read more books than anyone 
else in the school, had 63 fish in the hall. And while Shelby loves reading 
more than almost anything else, there is something she loves just a little bit 
more. “My favorite thing to do is read with my mom,” Shelby said.

Quinn Avery
Danyl Beatty
Tristen Brown

Christopher Cain, Jr.
Sasha Calderon

Sarahi Castro
Jordan Dickman

Isabelle Donohue
Jasmine Doolittle

Joseph Doros
Alida Goldsmith

Sergio Gomez
Miguel Gonzalez-Lopez

Levernia Grant
Justin Guiliano
Sarai Hembdt

Ashlynn Hillman
Anastasia Keener

Silas Lake
Hasan Lewis

Isabella Ligotino
Ari Lonstein
Emily Lutz

Annika Marrero
Jasmin Nunuvero
Catherine Parrelli

Amaury Perez
Sanjida Rahman
Derek Rodriguez

Tatianna Roig
Alyssa Santiago
Sophie Santiago
Jasmine Shiffer

Amy Silva
Hannah Stanforth

Zachary Sticco
Alayna Stickles
Madison Stone
Faith Swanson

Kyra Thompson
Maryah Wilkes

Ellenville Middle School wel-
comed new members to the 

National Junior Honor Society 
(NJHS) in a special ceremony held in December. The 
event, held in the Ellenville High School cafeteria, 
drew a standing-room-only crowd of proud parents, 
friends, and relatives. 

Ellenville Middle School Principal  
Jennifer Williams welcomed guests to the event  
with a few laudatory remarks, but she kept it short. 
“We’re not here to hear the adults talk,” Mrs. 
Williams said. “We’re here to celebrate our students.”

The students received their NJHS certificates and 
congratulatory handshakes from Mrs. Williams and 
honor society advisor and math teacher Adria Roda, 
and then Mrs. Roda led them in the NJHS Pledge:

I pledge to uphold the high purposes of the National 
Junior Honor Society. I will be true to the principles for 

which it stands. I will be loyal to my school and will 
maintain and encourage high standards of the following 

ideals: scholarship, leadership, service, and character.

The NJHS is a middle school counterpart to the 
National Honor Society in high schools. Prior to 
the ceremony, students were asked to write an essay 
about the society and why they want to join. 

Wrote Jasmin Nunuvero, “I want the whole 
Society to come together and make a difference in 
the school and community.”

Middle School 
Students 
Inducted into  
honor Society

each paper fish in the elementary hallway represents a book read by a student.

changes Make  
Student drop-Offs Safer
The morning and afternoon drop-off and pick-up routines at Ellenville have become 
safer thanks to some recent changes in traffic flow in the lots at the busiest times.

Ellenville Assistant Superintendent for Business Vince Napoli, who chairs the District’s 
Safety Committee, said officials are constantly seeking ways to improve the flow 
of cars, buses, and pedestrians each morning and afternoon. Many students walk 
to school, he said, and still more are driven by their parents, creating a complex 
choreography of people and vehicles.

 “Safety in the parking lot, for students as well as staff, has always been a priority,”  
Mr. Napoli said. One main parking lot serves the High School, Middle School, and 
Elementary School, so maintaining order when parents are in a rush to drop off or 
collect their students is crucial, he added.

Drop-off locations and crosswalks have always been marked, Mr. Napoli noted, but 
are sometimes overlooked by motorists, creating a safety hazard and clogging the 
process. The parking lot was recently discussed at a School Board meeting, resulting in 
the new measures.

“We’ve added bright orange traffic cones to help direct drivers to drop off students 
at the designated area,” he said. “Security is also in the lot to direct High School and 
Middle School students to get out of vehicles at the crosswalk by the flagpole, where 
it’s safest.”

Mr. Napoli also urged patience. Sometimes a student needs a few extra moments 
to gather a cumbersome class project or musical instrument, he said, adding, “We 
encourage everyone to give themselves a few extra minutes.”

Joseph Smiles holds one of his 
favorite “Bad Kitty” books.

Elementary Reading Program Nets Results
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Several Ellenville High School students received award certificates and gift cards for their winning 
entries	in	Ulster	County’s	Teen	Dating	Violence	Video	Contest.	
The competition, held by the county’s Interagency Council on Domestic Violence, challenged stu-

dents to produce short films that identified signs of unhealthy or abusive relationships.
Ulster	County	Executive	Michael	Hein	visited	the	High	School	

on March 15 to present the awards. Mr. Hein lauded the work of 
the students as well as their teacher, Tim Lukaszewski. “The talent 
here is really amazing,” Mr. Hein said. “There’s a very real possibil-
ity of [these students] becoming professional filmmakers.”

About a dozen Ellenville students submitted work, and two 
films—one by Andrew Lamendola and another by Edgar Saravia, 
Tatiana Cruz, and James Cromwell—tied for first place. Everyone 
who submitted a video also received a certificate.

“We are so very proud of our students and the extraordinary 
videos they produced,” said District Superintendent Lisa A. Wiles. 
“They’ve helped shine a light on dating violence, a very real danger 
facing teens today, and their videos may in fact inspire a teen in an 
abusive relationship to seek help.”

View the videos at: 
www.ulstercountyny.gov/news/executive

Members of the Ellenville High School Key Club 
raised an impressive $1,200 for the Alzheimer’s 

Association.
Ellenville Key Club, said advisor Angelo Miranda, 

boasts 87 student members and is the largest club in the 
High School. He said Alzheimer’s disease has touched 
the families of many of the club’s members, so the stu-
dents were especially committed to raising awareness as 
well as money.

This year, the students participated in the Walk to 
End Alzheimer’s, collecting pledges for the trek across the 
Walkway Over the Hudson. They amassed $600 in pledges, 
and recently an anonymous donor matched that sum.

“It was really something, to find out that they raised 
so much money,” Mr. Miranda said. “It really says a lot 
about the Ellenville community.”

Key Club is sponsored by Kiwanis International, a 
volunteer service club focused on strengthening commu-
nities and serving children. Key Club members perform 
deeds within their communities such as litter plucks, 
fund-raising, and clothing drives. Student members also 
hone leadership skills. The Ellenville Key Club organizes 
an annual Thanksgiving food drive, hosts the annual 
Health Fair, and collects toys during the holidays. 

Said Key Club President Jenelle Russell, a senior, 
“We come together to help others.”

Key club Raises Funds to Fight Alzheimer’s

ulster County executive Michael Hein visited ellenville High School student filmmakers to present 
awards in a countywide contest.

Appropriately enough, this spring’s musical told a story about how 
seemingly impossible dreams can come true. Thanks to a bit of 
magic fairy dust (aka rehearsals, set building, costuming sewing, 
and volunteers), the young thespians’ dreams were realized in 
spectacular fashion, as the High School students performed 
Rodgers and Hammerstein’s Cinderella to capacity crowds  

on the evenings of April 8 and 9. 
Bianca Sorbara, a freshman, said that the 

hardest part was the audition. “I get really 
nervous,” said Bianca, who played a chef. 
“But I felt better once I was on the stage.”

Working on the musical was 
“exciting,” said freshman Marissa Storey. 
As a member of the Cinderella ensemble 
and a steward at the Prince’s Royal Ball, 
Marissa loved being in costume, working 
with her fellow actors, and watching the 
production evolve through the weeks. 
“The end result was really cool,” she 
declared. 

Student Videos on  
Teen dating Violence  
Take First Place

ellenville High School’s Key Club members raised 
$1,200 to fight Alzheimer’s disease.

CinderellaCinderella
Continued from page 1


